
SPIRIT OF THE PENINSULA

Rodeo Realtor Holds the Reins on Buckin’ Broncs
Orchestrating Magic: Our Notable Peninsula Maestro

falling

NOVEMBER 24

Peruvian Perfection
Taste of Authenticity

Santa Barbara
California’s Riviera

Airy & Bright
Spanish Classic

PUNCHMAGAZINE.COM



P U N C H M A G A Z I N E . C O M    83   

{home & design}

D E S I G N

airy and bright  

S T Y L E  A N D  S U B S T A N C E

words by LOUREEN MURPHY • photography by STEPHANIE RUSSO

SAN DOMENICO SCHOOL
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION AND A SENSE OF PURPOSE 
 

BROADEN YOUR PERSPECTIVE
Our college-prep high school program in Marin 
County attracts students from across the Bay Area 
and more than 20 countries around the world. With 
515 acres of premier mountain biking trails, athletic 
facilities, and open space to call home, there’s plenty 
of room to spread your wings and fly.

SHOW THEM WHAT YOU’VE GOT  
Our athletes have access to state-of-the-art 
facilities and some of the best coaches in  
California, all of whom have either coached  
or played at the collegiate level. The results?  
Twenty eight league, NCS, NorCal, and State 
Championships in the past three years alone.

California’s first independent school and the only K-12 with day and boarding in the Bay Area.

CREATE SOMETHING NEW 
The first of its kind in the nation, our integrated 
STEAM program leverages engineering, math, 
computer science, and visual arts to develop cut-
ting-edge design thinking in a collaborative envi-
ronment. From our four-year film track and Game 
Design Academy, to advanced courses in music, 
theatre, dance, and visual arts, there’s opportuni-
ty for every student to step out of their comfort 
zone or dive deep into their craft.

(415) 258-1905 | admissions@sandomenico.org | sandomenico.org

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW AT OUR NEXT PREVIEW DAY!

Grades 9 - 12 | October 19 or December 8
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effortless yet thoughtful.” She 
assigned Lead Designer Amalia 
Kallas to capture the vision that 
photographer/influencer Emily 
Scott and her husband shared 
for their intentional project.

Right off, the Scotts and 
NDG anchored three key design 
elements: signature Spanish 
arches, Spanish floor tile, and 
surprisingly enough, the cooking 
range. The grand arched window 
by the dining area launched the 
arch motif. “They really wanted 
beautiful light,” says Kendra. The 
theme now echoes throughout 
the home in doors, archways, the 
beverage niche and the cooking 
alcove. Within that alcove sits the 
custom Lacanche range in Tilleul, 
a soft green carried throughout 
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When Kendra Nicholas 
Nash of Nash Design 
Group clicked with 

her neighbors at a San Carlos 
block party, she found they had 
even more in common than UCLA 
alum status and same-aged kids. 
They shared a similar design vibe. 
So when these neighbors bought 
a lot, complete with dilapidated 
house begging for demolition, 
they turned to Kendra. Together, 
they began discussing plans for 
a new Spanish Revival structure—
kid-friendly for their growing fam-
ily, yet classic enough to be their 
forever home.

“The client’s style is very 
aligned with that effortless feel 
that I think about in design,” says 
Kendra. “In the end, it should look DRE #01174998

When it comes to buying or selling your 
home, you want to avoid curve balls and blind 
spots. Discover the comfort of working with an agent 
who knows all the angles and gives you straight answers. With 
30+ years of experience in the mid-peninsula real estate market and 
life-long roots in the community, Brian knows how to make your priorities and 
your property stand out. Call him at 650.303.5511 and visit BrianChancellor.com
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the design, also used on the cus-
tom tile stair risers by Fire Clay.

Rich terra cotta tile by Arto 
Brick grounds the whole first floor 
with a Mediterranean aura. That 
level comprises a great room with 
kitchen, breakfast nook, dining 
room, fireside sitting area, maker 
studio and laundry, along with 
the primary bed and bath. Kendra 
says the great room owes its 
impact to the tiles’ vernacular.

The high-ceilinged 
white stucco interior 
offsets the dark flooring 
and gives the natural light 
more play, while exposed 
wooden beams reinforce 
the Spanish feel with-
out heaviness. Wrought 
iron railings along the 
stairs complete the look. 
Though the construction 
is new, vintage found 
and restored pieces add 
texture and generational 
depth, lending the lived-in 
sense the clients treasure. 
In Emily’s studio, where 

she restores and upcycles 
anything from frames to 
textiles, these items take 
on new life.

The owners and designers now 
bask in the success of the home, 
and the great room in particular. 
“When dealing with such an open 
space, all of the materials and 
lighting and finishes have to com-
plement each other,” Kendra ex-
plains. Whether it’s positive and 
negative space or materials and 
fixtures from different vendors, 
designers must evaluate colors, 
patterns and materials from all 
angles of the room. Cohesiveness 
and harmony equal a win.

Some favorite details include 
the stair risers and the light fix-
ture above the stairs, a custom-
ized trio of pendants creating 
a unique chandelier. Another 
pleaser: the highly customized 
marble-topped island. Because 
the breakfast nook with built-in 
bench already meets the need 
for seating, the island has no 
overhang. Instead, the piece 
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divine design
nashdesigngrp.com
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mounted brass fixtures 
over the Art Deco sink 
with vanity space by Kast 
Concrete Basins. Kendra 
says the juxtaposition of a 
few modern pieces amid 
the old world ambiance 
stamps this place as her 
clients’ home, revealing 
their distinct personality.

Despite permit delays, Covid 
shortages and welcoming a third 
child in the midst of the process, 
Kendra’s clients rolled with every-
thing. They didn’t compromise on 
their budget nor on their vision. 
Now they thrive in this beauti-
ful, airy new space—their dream 
home. “I always tell clients, ‘If you 
just keep thinking about this one 
thing over and over again, then 
it’s what you’re meant to have,’” 
reasons Kendra. 

serves as a beautiful workhorse, 
with every inch in use—down to 
the drawers holding remotes to 
control the window treatments.

Perhaps the powder 
room best embodies 
the home’s old world/
new times vibe. Plaster-
finished walls in warm 
Valentine by Omega 
Color Tech embrace the 
ornate antique mirror 
from Placemakers, the 
simple pendant lamp 
from Lostine and Wa-
termark Designs’ wall-

Compass is a licensed real estate broker 01866771 in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, 
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Elyse is an expert in all aspects of the multi-
dimensional world of real estate and takes pride in her 
fiduciary responsibilities in securing sound investments 

and memory-making homes for all her clients. 

Once Again Named to RealTrends America’s 

Best Real Estate Professionals

EXPERIENCE has never been more important

Elyse Barca
650.743.0734

Elyse@ElyseBarca.com
ElyseBarca.com
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